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Contact with Other Cultures
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Continental Roman Contact
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Christian Missionary Contact
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Norman French Contact



IE European Contact

Contact between IE and some unknown 
culture

Sound, Vocabulary, and Grammar Changes

Grimm’s Law and Verner’s Law describe 
the sound changes to the IE stops



Grimm’s Law



Major Changes from PIE to 
Germanic

New vocabulary – no cognates with other 
IE language
� 1/3 new words

� many new words related to sailing, war, fish 

� sea vs. mar vs. thalassa

� but the common words
� navor  (navigate, navy) related to boats

� er (or re due to metathesis ) meaning to row 



Major Changes from PIE to 
Germanic

Reduced tenses: present and preterit
�Preterit with dental suffix 

�(past tense with d or t at the end of words)

Fewer noun declensions (4 main ones+2)
� Nominative, Accusative, Genitive, Dative

Accent on first syllable

Sound changes in some vowels



IE Contact

John McWhorter hypothesizes that this 
contact was with Phoenician traders  
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Continental Roman Contact

Germanic people came into contact with the 
Roman Empire. 
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Romano-Celtic Contact

After Rome withdrew its legions from 
Britannia, numerous Germanic tribes 
migrated to Britannia



449 Germanic Tribes invade Britain, driving out the 
native Celts.









Did Celtic influence English

Celtics massacred and driven off?

Welsh means foreigner or slave



Did Celtic influence English

Millions of Celts

250,000 Anglo-Saxons at most

No mass graves found

Hard to chase so many people with swords

Genetics shows lots of Celtic genes



Genetic Map of UK
http://www.theverge.com/2015/3/18/8252797/uk-genetic-map-reveals-invasions-regional-identity





S Leslie et al. Nature 519, 309-314 (2015) doi:10.1038/nature14230

Major events in the peopling of the British Isles.



Did Celtic influence English?

Baby

Sheep counting numbers

Do
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Christian Missionary Contact

597

Pope Gregory at the marketplace

Who are those beautiful boys?

Where do they come from?

Who is their king?



The Anglo-Saxon Heptarchy



Christian Missionary Contact

597

Pope Gregory send a mission to the land of 
the Angles

Augustine travels to Kent where the queen 
is already a Christian

Eventually he converts the king to 
Christianity also





Second half of 10th century, better educated clergy, built new churches, 
established schools, copying of English and Latin manuscripts



England is prosperous:Sutton Hoo
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Viking Attacks

787 first Viking attack at 
Dorsetshire

793 Lindisfarne sacked

865 Viking army lands at 
East Anglia and takes over 
northern England

Army moves on Wessex 
and chases away King 
Alfred



Longship





Danes raided all across Europe



871 Alfred defeats Vikings at Ashdown  

878 Alfred defeats Vikings at Edington

Treaty of Wedmore

Guthrun accepts Christianity

Vikings retreat to northern England 

The Danelaw is established



Danelaw
http://people.eku.edu/bennetth/720/old_english/danelaw.gif
http://www.chobham.info/images/com534a.jpg



Placenames



Alfred promotes a time of great 
scholarship

Anglo-Saxon Chronicles

Beowulf is written down sometime between 
8th to early 11th century





– Hwæt! We Gardena in geardagum, 
þeodcyninga, þrym gefrunon, 
hu ða æþelingas ellen fremedon. 
Oft Scyld Scefing sceaþenaþreatum, 

– monegum mægþum, meodosetla ofteah, 
egsode eorlas. Syððan ærest wearð 
feasceaft funden, he þæs frofre gebad, 
weox under wolcnum, weorðmyndum þah, 
oðþæt him æghwylc þara ymbsittendra 

– ofer hronrade hyran scolde, 
gomban gyldan. 













Conflict with the Danes
901-937 Eastern England (Danelaw) is conquered by the 
English 
950 Vikings from Ireland, the Isle of Man and the 
Hebrides raid Wales, particularly the coastal monasteries.
954 Eric Bloodaxe, the last Viking King of Jorvik, is 
thrown out of York. 
980 New Viking Raids on England (King Ethelred is just a 
young boy)
991 Battle of Maldon
994 Olaf of Norway and Sven 'Forkbeard', son of the 
Danish king, lead an invading Danish army in an 
unsuccessful siege of London, and subsequently ravage the 
south-east.



Battle of Brunanburh 937, victory

I

1 Athelstan King, 
Lord among Earls, 
Bracelet-bestower and 
Baron of Barons, 
He with his brother, 
Edmund Atheling, 
Gaining a lifelong 
Glory in battle, 
Slew with the sword-edge 
There by Brunanburh, 
Brake the shield-wall, 
Hewed the linden-wood,2
Hacked the battle-shield,

Sons of Edward with hammered 
brands.
II

Theirs was a greatness 
Got from their grandsires —
Theirs that so often in 
Strife with their enemies

Struck for their hoards and their 
hearths and their homes.

Æþelstan cyning, eorla dryhten,
beorna beahgifa, & his broþor eac,
Eadmund æþeling, ealdorlangne tir
geslogon æt sæcce sweorda ecgum
ymbe Brunanburh. Bordweal clufan,
heowan heaþolinde hamora lafan,
afaran Eadweardes, swa him geæþele 
wæs
from cneomægum, þæt hi æt campe 
oft
wiþ laþra gehwæne land ealgodon,
hord & hamas. 



Battle of Maldon991, defeat
Then Byrhtnoth began to array men there,
rode and gave counsel, taught warriors
how they must stand and that stead [ 6 ] hold,20
bade them their round-shields rightly hold
fast with hands, not at all frightened.
When he had fairly arrayed that folk,
he dismounted among them where it most pleased 
him,
where he knew his hearth-band [ 7 ] most loyal.25 

Then on the bank stood a Viking messenger,
called out stoutly, spoke with words,
boastfully [ 8 ] brought the seafarers' errand
to that land's earl where he stood on shore:
"Seamen sent me quickly to you,30
ordered me tell you to send rings at once,
wealth for defense: better for all of you
that you with tribute this spear-rush forgo [ 9 ]
than that we share so bitter a war.
Nor need we kill each other if you perform it;35
for gold we will fasten a truce with you.
If you determine it, the mightiest here,
that you for your people ransom will pay--
give to the seamen at their own choosing
wealth for a truce and take peace from us--40
we with that payment shall to our ships,
on ocean fare, hold peace with you." 

Byrhtnoth spoke, lifted shield,
shook slender ash-spear, with words spoke,
angry and one-minded gave him answer:45
"Hear you, seafarer, what this folk says?
Spears will they give you, ash-spears as tribute,
poisonous point, old sword--
an armor-tax useless to you in war.
Seamen's messenger, bear word back again;50
tell your people much loathlier tale:
that here stands a good [ 10 ] earl with his war-band,
who will defend this homeland,
Aethelred's land, land of my prince,
folk and fold. [ 11 ] At battle, now,55
heathen must fall. Too shameful it seems
that you, unfought, should go to ship
bearing our wealth, now that thus far
you have come into our land.
Not so softly shall you carry off riches:60
point must, and edge, reconcile us first,
grim battle-play, before we give tribute." 



Kings of England
http://www.britainexpress.com/History/monarchs.htm

Monarch Reign

HOUSE OF WESSEX

Alfred the Great 871-899

Edward the Elder 899-925

Athelstan 925-940

Edmund the Magnificent 940-946

Eadred 946-955

Eadwig (Edwy) All-Fair 955-959

Edgar the Peaceable (1st King of 
England)

959-975

Edward the Martyr 975-978

Æthelred II (Ethelred the Unready) 979-1013 and 1014-1016

Edmund II (Ironside) 1016



Kings of England
Alfred the Great
Edgar the Peaceful (1st King of England)
– Died when he was 32

Edward the Martyr (b. 962- d. 978)
– Brother of Ethelred, murdered (by evil stepmother?)

Ethelred II the Unready
– 9 or 10 when he became King in 979
– Married Elfgifu (Alfgifu)
– Married Emma of Normandyin 1002 (982-1052)
– Danegeld (paid Danes to leave them alone)
– 1002 St. Brice’s Day massacre on November 13
– Driven out of England in 1013



History Review: Ethelred the 
Unready’s Reign



Kings of England

Svein Forkbeard
– Sister killed in St. Brice’s Day massacre

– Raided England sporadically from 1002-1012

– Invaded England in 1013; Ethelred fled to 
Normandy

– Attacked London but citizens destroyed the 
bridge spanning the Thames

– London surrounded and surrenders

– Svein rules England for only 5 weeks

Ethelred II reclaims the throne 



Kings of England
http://www.britainexpress.com/History/monarchs.htm

DANISH

Svein Forkbeard 1014

Cnut (Canute) 1016-1035

Harold I 1035-1040

Hardicnut 1040-1042

SAXONS

Edward (the Confessor) 1042-1066

Harold II 1066

NORMANS

William I 1066-1087



Kings of England
Edmund II Ironside
– Son of Ethelred and his first wife

Canute
– Son of Svein
– Marries Emma of Normandy

They battle for England
Divide England
– Edmund rules Wessex
– Canute rules Mercia and Northumbria
– Survivor will later rule all

Edmund dies (murdered?) in a year
– Infant son is taken overseas to escape





Kings of England

Canute is king of England, Denmark, Norway
Harold is illegitamate son of Canute
Hardicnut is the son of Canute and Emma of 
Normandy
Harold becomes regent while Hardicnut is fighting 
Magnus of Norway
Harold declares himself King of England
Hardicnut and Magnus make a treaty in 1038-9: if 
either one dies without an heir, the other will 
succeed him.



Kings of England

Hardicnut prepares to invade England in 
1040
Harold dies before the invasion
Hardicnut succeeds to the throne 
peacefully
– Raises taxes
– Lady Godiva story (Godgifu rides through 

Coventry naked)
– Invites half-brother Edward to court in 1041

Edward the Confessor becomes King in 
1042
– Dies in 1065



History Review: Family Trees of contenders 
for throne of England





History Review: Emma of Normandy is linked 
to all the contenders



Claimants to Edward the 
Confessor’s throne

King of 
England

Harold 
Godwinson

William II 
Duke of 

Normandy

Harald 
of Norway

Edgar the 
Ætheling

Grandson of Edmund 
Ironside, only legitimate 
blood claim, but 
considered too weak to 
defend England

Great nephew of 
Emma, named 
successor by 
Edward, oath of 
loyalty from Harold

Richest man in England, 
elected by the Witan, sister 
married to the King, named 
successor by the King on his 
deathbed.

Agreement made between his 
father and Hardicnut, the 
husband of Emma of Normandy. 



Bayeux Tapestry tells the story of 
William’s victory at Hastings



Bayeux Tapestry tells the story of 
William’s victory at Hastings



Battle of Hastings

http://www.angelfire.com/mb2/battle_hastin
gs_1066/hastingsmaps.html

http://www.battle-of-hastings-
1066.org.uk/index.htm

http://www.essentialnormanconquest.com/b
attle_bevs/bev_01.htm



Map of the Battle of Hastings 
1066
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Norman French Contact

Blending of English and French leads to 
Middle English.


